
The West's oldest school bus builder, Gillig Bros ., hos moved into this 
ocre. $1.5 million foctory ond heodquorters facility in Hayward, Cali­
fornia. It is the fifth home the veteran transportation supplier 
has occupied in 62 years af manufacturing. Over 117,000 
square feet is dedicated to custom-building of con­
ventional and transit-type coaches, including 
the largest size (91-passenger) made 
west of Chicago. 

School Bus Builder 
Moves Into IS-Acre Factory 

GILLIG BROS., custom builder of school 
buses, has moved into a new factory and company 
headquarters on a 15-acre site in Hayward; Cali­
fornia. The brick and concrete structure represents 
an investment of $1.5 million, has nearly three 
acres under roof , and is surrounded by paved bus 
parking areas large enough to serve six supermar­
kets. 

Stanley J. Marx, president, said that the new fa­
cility is the fifth home Gillig has occupied in the 
62 years it ha s built transportation equipment. The 
late Leo and Chester H. Gillig started the company 
in 1906 in a small San Francisco metalshop. They 
hand-formed, at upwards to $500 each, custom "hard 
top" bodies for such classic automobiles as the 
Pierce-Arrow, Franklin, and Packard which were 
popular among affluent car buffs at the turn of the 
century. 

Still basically a custom manufacturer, the com­
pany now produces both conventional and transit­
type school buses, including the largest size per­
missible on western highways, a 91-passenger, trans­
it type 3-axle coach. 

Marx said that Gillig production is committed to 
supply transportation needs of school youngsters in 
Washington, Oregon, California and Arizona. In re­
cent years, he added, schools have increasingly fav­

ored large capacity, diesel-powered transit coaches, 
and this type now accounts for about 90% of the 
new factory's output. The large units are often 
equipped with such optional extras as an automatic 
transmission, public-address system, AM-FM radio 
and air conditioning. 

Some 117,000 square feet of the new plant is in 
actual bus fabrication and assembly, and detail fin­
ishing. Included in the latter are uphol stery and elec­
trical shops and a complete bus-painting facility with 
filtered air painting booths. 

The plant employs 200 people . It is adj acent to 
State Highway 92 and the network of freeways serv­
ing the San Francisco-Oakland bay area. 

Rentco Opens New Richmond Outlet 
Th e Rentco Division of Frueh auf Cor porat ion has opened a 

new trailer rental agency at 3210 W. Marsh all Street in Rich­
mond , Virginia. Thi s is t he sixth outlet Rentco has opened 
this yea r. 

Fire Damages Sterling Plattsmouth Shop 
Sterling Refrigeration En gineering Company's truck­

trailer r epair shop in Plattsm outh, Neb. was damaged by 
f ire recently. Th e building, one truck-trailer and two rail­
r oad cars insid e the building, plus hand tools and ot he r 
small it ems were damaged. Sterling's headquarters are in 
Omaha. 
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